
Major Issues on the AADA’s Legislative Agenda
As election year politics near their climax, we take a look at five noteworthy 
issues on the AADA’s legislative agenda.
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Fighting Medicare Cuts. The AADA has worked closely with key members of Congress to pass legislation avert-
ing major cuts in Medicare physician payments for 2008 and 2009, according to Jack Resnick, Jr., MD,
Associate Professor of Dermatology and Health Policy at UCSF School of Medicine. But with ongoing prob-
lems in the Medicare Sustainable Growth Rate system, dermatologists still face cuts of approximately 20 per-
cent in 2010. “Given possible momentum towards broader health system reform in 2009, the AADA is
working to replace the SGR formula with one that better reflects the growing cost of practice, and that
would also ensure that patient access to dermatologists is preserved and enhanced along with high quality
medical care,” notes Dr. Resnick.  

Expanding Health IT. There has been substantial Congressional interest in passing legislation to speed adoption
of Health Information Technology, according to Dr. Resneck. “The AADA is working to make sure any new
programs are voluntary and include adequate funding assistance for physicians to adopt new technologies,”
he notes. The Association is also working to provide members with comprehensive and practical tools to
assist dermatologists adopting electronic health records (EHR).

Curtailing Skin Cancer. The AADA is currently working with Congress and with state legislatures to curtail the
use of indoor tanning, educate the public about the risks of UV exposure, and ensure there is an adequate
dermatology workforce to meet the demand for skin cancer screening and treatment, according to Dr.
Resnick.

Advocacy and Education. The AADA continues to educate Congress about the substantial burden of skin disease
in the United States and to support strong federal investments in medical research funding through the
National Institute of Health and the National Institute of Arthritis, Musculoskeletal, and Skin Diseases.

Support for State Societies. “Because so many health policy decisions take place at the state level, the AADA has
been developing and assisting state dermatological societies as they expand their voices in statehouses across
the nation,” observes Dr. Resnick. Issues concerning the growing number of non-physician practitioners of
medicine, access to dermatopathology, and regulation of indoor tanning have been most active in the past
year.
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